Lit-A-Rupture: A Post Literary Construction

A LETTER TO CERVANTES

5TH May 1587
VALLADOLID
DEAR MIGUEL,

SINCE YOU PROFESS TO BE CHRISTIAN, LET ME APPEAL TO YOUR CONSCIENCE. N()W
THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN CATALINA AS BRIDE, SH()ULDN/T YOUR DEMEANOUR BE MAS
CIRCUNSPECTO? P\ECENTLY [ HAVE HEARD RUMOURS ABOUT A PEASANT MAID YOU /RE
CONSORTING WITH & FEAR SHE,LL CAUSE YOU NOTHING BUT GRIEF.

N() DOUBT ALL MEN ARE FOOLS IN SOME WAY, BUT D()N’T BE A WAYWARD BEAST. I
DARE SAY YOU HAVE A BRIGHT FUTURE IF YOU CAN CAUTELOSO EN TUS ASUNTOS. WF
CANNOT LIVE AS HEATHENS OR CONSORT WITH ANYONE WE PLEASE. AS SERVANTS OF OUR
LOVING JF)SUS (AND GRACIOUS KING) WE MUST BE CLEAN IN CONSCIENCE.

THE LORDS AT COURT WILL NO DOUBT LAUGH AT YOU AND THOSE IN POWER CONSIDER
YOU NOTHING BUT A BUFFOON. HOWEVER, | KNOW AT LEAST A PART OF YOU IS HEROIC,
SO BE RESOLUTE AND GENTLEMANLY RATHER THAN A TARGET OF LAMPOONS. DO NOT
FAWN UPON COURTIERS OF SENSIBILITY: YOUR MISION1S ULTIMATELY NOT OF THIS
WORLD. P\EMEMBER YOUR BROTHERS IN THE ORDER, AND MAY CONSCIENCE GUIDE THEE
WELL. TI"S WORLD FOR THE MOST PART IS NOTHING BUT GRIEF, BUT SOON ENOUGH THE
SPLENDOURS OF HIS TRUE KINGDOM WILL BE SEEN!

- TIMOTEI

Jane: Ah, the author has a thing for out-of-date chauvinistic heroes. Why else
would he salute a paragon of feudalistic values such as Cervantes?

Jean: (scratching her head) Well, I am not sure this is a “salute”.

Jack: And isn't there something arrogant about addressing such literary
giants? It’s like a frog attempting to converse with the moon...

Jean: Well, the only way to understand something is to address it. I regard
this as an attempt towards understanding rather than an actual
“address”.

Jack: (gazing at the ice cubes melting in his glass of Jack Daniels) I basically
agree: to understand an author, each reader must learn to "speak” to
that person as best as they can, however imperfectly.
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