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PROBLEM STUDENT: 

 

K l a u s  i s  n o t  l i k e  o t h e r s  i n  c l a s s  

 

H e  k n o w s  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  

b u t  s e l d o m  s p e a k s  –  

 

D r e a m i l y  h e  o f t e n  g a z e  o u t  w i n d o w s  

a n d  s m i l e s  a t  p a s s i n g  c l o u d s  

 

A n d  w h y  d o e s  K l a u s  

o f t e n  w r i t e  i n  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s  

t h a t  h i s  p e e r s  c a n n o t  r e a d ?  

 

W h e n  t a l k i n g  o f  d e m o c r a c y  

t h i s  k i d  g e t s  p e e v e d  

 

W h e n  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y  i s  d i s c u s s e d  

h e ' s  i n v a r i a b l y  h i g h - k e y e d  

 

R e c e n t l y  w h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  h i s  c a r e e r  p l a n s  

h e  v i g o r o u s l y  r e p l i e d ,  

" A n  e c o - t e r r o r i s t  s o u n d s  g r a n d ! "  

 

T h o u g h  o u t w a r d l y  p o l i t e  

I  s e n s e  a  p a l a t a b l e  a n g e r  i n s i d e  

 

I s  i t  b e c a u s e  K l a u s  l i v e s  i n  a n  u r b a n  c a g e ? 

O r  h i s  s i n g l e  m o t h e r  t o i l s  a t  m i n i m u m  w a g e ?  

O r  h i s  f a m i l y  i s  f r o m  a  w a r - t o r n  p l a c e ?  

O r  a r e  t h e  m e d i c a t i o n s  h e  t a k e s  i n f l u e n c i n g  h i s  b r a i n ?  

 

W h a t  s h o u l d  I  d o  w i t h  p u p i l s  l i k e  K l a u s ?  

S h o u l d  I  p r e t e n d  n o  p r o b l e m s  e x i s t  

a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  w o r k  o u t ?  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liao:  Notice how some kids become easily labeled 'problem students'? 
 
Tim:  More often than not the 'problem' is in the system rather than the student. 
 
Satoru:  Nearly all systems have self-norming tendencies: there are subtle 
                mathematical laws at work. Some will pass and others invariably be left behind. 
 
Tim:  Too bad – so much human potential is wasted. 
 
Liao:  Well, isn't the system designed to turn most folks into McDonaldized  
                 consumers? 
 
Tim:  Yeah. At that it does a smashing job . . . 
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